Darwin Exhibition blurb
World renowned palaeontologist from London’s Natural History Museum, Professor Chris Stringer will open The Darwin Exhibition: Darwin and the Cape on 23 November at 5:30pm for 6pm at the Iziko South African Museum. Using specimens from the Iziko collections this exhibition provides an overview of Darwin’s life, his contribution to biology, his experiences and subsequent relationship with the Cape. The exhibition will run until April 2010 and is part of the bicentennial global celebrations of Charles Darwin’s birth.
Enquiries 021 4813800

Press Release
Darwin and the Cape
This year we celebrate the 200th anniversary of Charles Darwin’s birth as well as the 150th anniversary of the publication of his book: “The Origin of Species.” Darwin’s contribution to the scientific understanding of the history of life on earth has been significant. Thus it is appropriate that there are worldwide celebrations in 2009 of his life and work.
The Darwin Exhibition: Darwin and the Cape, opens at the Iziko South African Museum on Queen Victoria Street, Cape Town on 23 November. It is one of the many events celebrated in South Africa this bicentennial year. Professor Chris Stringer Fellow of the Royal Society (FRS) and world renowned palaeontologist from London’s Natural History Museum, will open the exhibition and deliver the Nelson Mandela Science lecture at the University of the Western Cape the following day.
Science is the process of testing ideas against observation.  Darwin developed his ideas about evolution by testing them against a wealth of observations.  His theory on the evolution of life through natural selection provided a scientific foundation for understanding how life diversified on earth, and it is the unifying theory in biology today.
Darwin visited the Cape in June 1836 during his journey around the world on the HMS Beagle.  He interacted with naturalists here, including previous staff of the South African Museum, and is regarded as one of the then fledgling SA Museums’ first international - and certainly most - prestigious visitors.

This exhibition provides an overview of Darwin’s life, his contribution to biology, his experience and subsequent relationship with the Cape.  The themes, Explore, Learn, Write and Connect look at Darwin’ life, his working methods from the early observations on the Beagle voyage to the development and publication of his theories, and then draw parallels with the process of current scientific methodology. 
Connections with the Cape are highlighted; including references to the people he visited whilst here; his impressions of the natural history and specimens he collected in the area and slavery at the Cape.  Darwin continued correspondence with naturalists at the Cape after his return to England.  The first mammal fossil found in South Africa was the extinct long-horned buffalo, Pelorovis bainii.  This find was reported to the Linnean Society in London by Charles Darwin in 1839.

The role and impact his visit to the Cape may have had on his subsequent thinking has never been fully examined or understood. Charles Darwin has not been acknowledged as having any part in South Africa’s heritage and the international Darwin 200 Bicentennial celebrations provides a platform for such review.
Focusing on Darwin and his visit to the Cape in 1836 presents a unique opportunity to reclaim this heritage and also introduce the public and learners to issues of science and local history that they could identify with more readily.  One of the reasons learners do not appreciate the importance of history is that it is seen as ‘his or their story’ and not our story.
The Darwin ‘story’ brings this remarkable scientific thinker into South Africa and into the present day. 
Darwin and the Cape is a collaborative project with Koninkrijk der Nederlanden, the Africa Genome Education Institute and Iziko Museums of Cape Town (South African Museum).

Opens: 23 November at Iziko South African Museum

Enquiries:  Olga Jeffries 021 4813897
www.iziko.org.za
